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Love Is
Everything

Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.
1 John 4:8

It is easy to be cynical about love.
Who hasn’t had the experience of thinking they were in love only to discover
that their beloved wasn’t really who they
thought she was? And, who hasn’t been
deeply hurt or betrayed by someone who
they thought loved them? Add to this
the daily onslaught of news showing us
man’s inhumanity to man, and it’s easy to
see why some people take a dim view of
our capacity to love each other. But, love
is our first and last hope. We come into
this world needing the love and care of
our parents, and we hope and pray that
we will leave this earth in the tender love
and care of those around us, hoping also

to be delivered into the loving hands of a
merciful God. There is much to be cynical
about; man’s greed and selfishness is too
deep and ingrained to ignore. But deeper
than selfishness is our yearning and need
for love. And here we need not be disappointed. The capacity to love is strong
and expansive in most of us, though it
sometimes needs to be reawakened. We
should reflect on how we can be more
loving in our daily life. And tend to our
relationships as we would a delicate plant,
and do our utmost to love everyone we
come into contact with. It’s a flame that
spreads mightily.
~ Christopher Simon

Let’s talk about getting you more from Medicare
Talk with your local licensed Humana sales agent today

Agent Sandy Bartels
(512) 374-6161 (TTY:711)
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday - Friday
sbartels2@humana.com
www.humana.com/sbartels
*No obligation to enroll.
Humana is a Medicare Advantage HMO,PPO and PFFS organization and a stand-alone prescription drug, plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in any Humana plan depends on
contract renewal. This information is available for free in other languages. Please contact a licensed Humana sales agent at 855-791-4087 (TTY:711), 8 a.m. - 8 p.m., Monday - Friday.
English: ATTENTION; If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge are available to you. Call 855-791-4087 (TTY;711), 8 a.m. - 8 p.m., Monday - Friday.
Y0040_GHHHXDEEN17 Accepted
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Suffering and Redemption
Christians believe that we are saved
by Jesus’ suffering and death on the
cross, in essence that he suffered and
died for our sins. We consider Jesus’
suffering to be sacred, as it is part and
parcel of humanity’s redemption. Jesus
showed us that suffering can be sacred.
That is not a cure or remedy for suffering, but a way to at least make it meaningful. It is sometimes said that human
beings can live without anything except
hope. We might also say that we can
suffer anything as long as there is some
meaning or purpose in it. As the philosopher Nietzsche put it, “He who has
a why to live for can bear with almost
any how.” Nothing is

worse than severe and interminable
suffering that has no meaning. That
might almost serve as a definition of
Hell: severe and endless suffering that
has no meaning. Imagine having the
realization at the gates of Hell that we
could have had salvation, but instead we
chose selfishness, momentary pleasures
and sin and now we are going to pay for
it. That bargain, to sell one’s soul for
momentary pleasure or selfish gain, will
undoubtedly appear meaningless in the
grand scheme of things. Infinitely better
to delay gratification and suffer meaningfully now than risk eternal meaningless suffering in the hereafter.
~ Christopher Simon

God Bless The Troops

1 Peter 3:17-18

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
234 N High Street
Hillsboro, Ohio 45133
937-393-2043
www.stmaryshillsboro.church

40988244

380 Jefferson St.
Greenfield

Plan Ahead
We’ll take the first step with you.

Rev. Judi A Wiley
revjudi.wiley@gmail.com
Cell: 937-205-4292

OH-70036047

OH-70036120

937-981-4081
www.murrayfettro.com

For it is better, if it is
God’s will, to suffer for
doing good than for
doing evil. For Christ also
suffered once for sins,
the righteous for the
unrighteous, to bring you
to God.

Easter Sunday Services 10:00am
Stations of the Cross is on Good Friday at 12:00 noon
Easter Egg Hunt for all children following the service!
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Easter represents
hope, promise, salvation
By David Wright

dwright@aimmediamidwest.com

Local faith leaders say Easter is a time to celebrate
the ideas and values important to the Christian faith –
whether it be joy for the moment, hope in the future or
peace from the past – but more than that, many agreed
it’s a time to be reminded of God’s mercy on mankind,
and the promise of reconciliation between the two.
At St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Hillsboro, Rev.
Judi Wiley said Easter is an identity for the congregation.
“We call ourselves ‘Easter people,’ because without
the resurrection, we would have nothing to base our
faith on,” she said. “We believe Jesus Christ was the son
of God and was raised from the dead, and we believe in
his teaching.”
Wiley said she hopes community members can
embrace each other despite their differences on Easter.
“I hope for unity,” Wiley said, “that we can come
together even though we have different ideas, and see
Christ in each other.”
Father Mike Paraniuk of St. Mary Catholic Church in
Hillsboro said the season is all about hope.
“It’s a celebration of hope that there is a life after this
life,” Paraniuk said. “We celebrate that hope of a better
future, of a new life, a happier life, in which the pains
and adversities of this world will one day be no more.”
When asked what he hopes to see happen in the
community during the Easter season, Paraniuk said he
hopes God gives the people of Hillsboro “the very best
of what he wants for us.”
“That’s things like peace in our homes, an end to
drug addiction and people putting God first in their
life,” he said. “When you put God first, everything else
works out.”
Pastor John Coyle of the Hillsboro Church of God
said Easter is the most important reminder of all.
“To me, it’s one of the most joyous times of the year,”
he said. “It reminds us of what Christ accomplished for
us and the victory we received in grace.”
Coyle said he wants to see more people come to faith
during the Easter season – and he wants his church to
be part of that.
“For us personally, we always look forward to reaching out in ministry,” Coyle said. “We see a lot of new
faces around Easter, so it gives us a way to connect
with new families and watch what God can begin in
their life.”

For Hillsboro Bible Baptist Church, Easter gives further credence to God’s word and comforts those who
have lost loved ones, according to Pastor Dan Lamb.
“I think the resurrection brings strength and hope
to all the promises of God,” Lamb said. “I’ve buried so
many people, but the resurrection gives hope to the
families. It brings hope with every goodbye of a new
hello.”
Lamb said he hopes to see Hillsboro’s faith communities develop a stronger bond with God this Easter.
“Our hope for Hillsboro is that each of our churches
would reach deep into that hope, and share that hope,”
he said.
J.D. Lyle, the operations administrator at Good News
Gathering, said he spoke on behalf of his father, Pastor
Jeff Lyle, in saying Easter observes the cornerstone of
the Christian faith – the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.
“For us at Good News Gathering, Easter is a celebration of our belief that Jesus lived and died for our sins.
It’s really everything for us,” Lyle said. “His resurrection means death isn’t the final word for us.”

Lyle said he hopes Christians here increase their
compassion for those around them during the Easter
season.
“My hope is that the people who call themselves
Christians will be increasingly passionate about meeting the needs of people in our community, so that Hillsboro becomes an unusually awesome place to live,” he
said.
At First United Methodist Church in Hillsboro, Pastor Dr. Derek E. Russell said Easter is an important
celebration of what it means to be a Christian.
“Easter is when we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus
Christ,” he said. “That’s not only our theology, but it’s
also a present reality in our lives, that as we live our
lives and experience problems and trouble, we do that
with confidence knowing that the risen Christ is right
here with us.”
Russell said he hopes church attendance in Hillsboro
increases on Easter and throughout the year.
“My biggest hope for people in Hillsboro around
Easter is that they would give church another try, and if
they’re already committed Christians, that they would
support their local church,” Russell said.
Pastor Maurice Mitchell of First Presbyterian Church
in Hillsboro said Easter represents the gift of salvation
for Christians – and he hopes to see more people realize that on the holiday.
“I believe it means the promise of eternal life for
those who accept the grace offered through Jesus
Christ,” Mitchell said. “I would like to see more folks
accepting that grace, and more folks living the Christian life – being faithful disciples of Jesus.”
Pastor Jim Bush of the Hillsboro Church of Christ
said his primary focus in life is the resurrection, and he
hopes his church celebrates the same focus on Easter.
“This is the bedrock, the foundation of everything I
believe,” he said. “What Christ did at the cross was the
most incredible act of compassion for broken mankind,
and it was freely offered. It’s about hope, it’s about new
life.”
Bush said he hopes to see people find fulfillment in
Christ on the holiday.
“We would love for anybody to come in who needs
hope, anyone who is in need of making sense of the
chaos in the world to get a glimpse of something they
can grab onto,” he said. “That’s what Christ offers to
everybody, and that’s what we want people to see when
they come here.”
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Grandma,
Heaven and
Jesus
By Carol Turvey

When I was a growing up as a child,
I believed that Jesus and Grandma
were the only ones in this whole wide
world that loved me.
I talked to Jesus all the time. He was
the one that comforted me both day
and night. I went to my Grandma’s
quite often. She always held me tight
and loved me and cooked my favorite
meals. Every day we watched Bob
Barker on the Price is Right, had lunch
and took a nap together. She always
covered me up with the beautiful white
afghan that she had crocheted for me.
One day, in January 1975, my Grandma was in the hospital as she had a
heart attack. I begged my dad to take
me to go see her that morning, but he
said I had to go to school. I was very
upset. When I arrived at school, I was
still crying and I decided that I was
going to walk to the hospital to see my
Grandma.
As I headed for the road, the school
principal stopped me and asked me
where I was going. I explained to him I
was walking to the hospital and I knew

the way and I would be fine. Now, I
thought I could be there in time for
lunch, but, the principal knew that the
hospital was actually about 40 miles
away. He asked me if he could get me
a ride, if I would like that better. Of
course I said “ok.” So my dad came
and picked me up and took me to see
my Grandma.
My dad and Grandpa had gone to the
hospital cafeteria and I was alone with
my Grandma in her hospital room. I
was facing my Grandma with my back
to the window. All of a sudden, there
was the brightest light shining in
from the window behind me. I turned
around to look and there was the most
beautiful clouds. It looked like Heaven
opened up with a cloud of stair steps
and the bluest, brightest most gorgeous sky I had ever seen to this day.
As I turned around, I said to my
Grandma, “Look at that sky!!!” When
I saw my Grandma, she was having a
massive heart attack. Immediately, I
ran to the hall, hollering at the top of
my lungs for help! The nurses and the
doctors immediately came into the
room. Sadly, that was the last time I

Painting by Tom Clemens

“It looked like Heaven opened up with a cloud of stair steps and the bluest, brightest most gorgeous sky
I had ever seen to this day.”

would see my Grandma alive.
I truly believe, that Jesus took my
Grandma to Heaven that day and I
have never forgotten what I saw.
For many years to come, I believed
that Jesus was the only one left in this
world who loved me. Thankfully, I have
discovered that there are good people
in this world that also care for me, but
nobody has ever loved me like Jesus
and Grandma.
I wish to say thank you to Tom
Cl emens at “The Acme Art Factory”
Hillsboro, Ohio, who painted this
picture for me.

Chr
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937

www.hil

Hillsboro
Christian Academy

849 South High Street • Hillsboro, OH 45133
937-393-8422 Fax: 937-393-4963
www.hillsborochristianacademy.org

40968493

40968443

OH-70036431

hca8422@yahoo.com
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Tithing & the Secret
of Living Abundantly
Abundance and synergy are built into
the very fabric of our world. Put a small
seed into the earth and with the addition
of a bit of rain and sunshine it returns a
hundredfold. The energy stored within
every atom manifests a similar superabundance. There is much to be said for giving
and living abundantly. When we do so we
almost always reap more than we
sow. We may not understand the secret
connections and mechanisms underlying
abundance—who but the botanist and the
Creator really understands how the tiny
acorn becomes the mighty oak?—but we

can trust that it is there. Perhaps nowhere
do we see this more clearly than in those
who give of themselves unselfishly. These
saintly people who give it all away are
from all appearances the happiest people
in our midst, while the misers who can’t
bear to give anything away often seem
small, petty, and unhappy by
comparison. So give and live abundantly,
and most of all, do not skimp in your giving back to God. It will return to you many
times over, though the riches you reap may
be spiritual rather than material.
~ Christopher Simon

“Bring the whole tithe into
the storehouse, that there
may be food in my house.
Test me in this,” says the
Lord Almighty, “and see if
I will not throw open the
floodgates of heaven and
pour out so much blessing
that there will not be room
enough to store it.”
Malachi 3:10 NIV

Things We Don’t Know
There is very little that we know with
certainty. We often think we know why
others do what they do, but when we
reflect honestly about how unsure we
often are of our own motives, it should
be obvious that we don’t really know
the motives of others. The more that
we know about how the universe works,
both on the largest and the smallest
scales, from subatomic particles to the
formation of galaxies, the more we realize how little we know. No one but God
was there at the creation of the universe.

GETHELP
UNDERSTANDING
OH-70036097

&HOPE
Hope House

At
Christian Counseling Center

There is a sense in which the world is
intelligible: things can be understood
well enough to build functioning cars
and spaceships and medical devices
which do indeed work, but they don’t
work so perfectly as to give us the illusion of certainty. There is plenty that we
know, or can know, but our collective
knowledge is like a drop in a veritable
ocean of ignorance. We do well to remain
humble in the face of all that we do not
know.
~ Christopher Simon

“For now we see only a
reflection as in a mirror;
then we shall see face to
face. Now I know in part;
then I shall know fully,
even as I am fully known.”
1 Corinthians 13: 12 NIV

Offering
• General Counseling • Marital Counseling
• Addiction Counseling • Grief Counseling
• Children’s Counseling
Affordable - Sliding Scale Fee
24 E. Water St., Sinking Spring, OH 45172
Call for an appt. 937-588-4488

hopehouseccc.com
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The Futility of Wealth
I recently came across a very telling
anecdote about the futility of wealth,
nicely retold by the author Dan Solis in
his book Discipleship. The
story is told of two Klondike miners
who ignore warnings to leave their
cabin before winter sets in, or to at least
restock their food supplies, but in their
lust for wealth the miners continue to
heap up piles of gold, until a blizzard
sets in and traps them in their little
cabin. They are found frozen to death the
next Spring, amid piles of gold, a potent
reminder that we can’t eat gold, or heat
our house with it either. We chase after
money as if it will provide us with security, forgetting that ultimately no amount
of money will stave off death. It may
provide a modicum of safety and security
while we are here, allowing us to buy
a home and to eat well and provide for
our families, but that is about as far as

Wisdom is a shelter as
money is a shelter, but the
advantage of knowledge
is this: that wisdom
preserves the life of
its possessor.
1 John 4:8

it goes. It won’t ultimately buy us happiness, or a place in heaven, or the love
that all of us so desperately want and
need. So keep your finances in perspective. Money is a means to an end, a tool
to buy the necessities (and sometimes
the luxuries) of life and not an end in
itself.
~ Christopher Simon
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HIGHLAND COUNTY SHOPPER

108 Governor Trimble Place,

OH-70036046

OH-70036074

Hillsboro, Ohio 45133
Office 937-393-3456
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Search me, O God,
and know my heart.
Lines from Daniel’s Den, Listening to God
One morning this week, Bev (my
wife) and I were having devotions and
she mentioned a comment from a devotion that stated the words listen and
silent have the same letters. I had never
thought of that but that is interesting.
At the same time, I was reading Psalm
139. I had read it through the day
before and decided to linger in this
text for a while to digest it all. As I
read it again, I let the prayer, Search
me, O God, and know my heart, try
me, and know my anxieties… ..sink into
my soul.

I let the silence and the listening do
its work and thought of how we need
to allow God to search our heart for
anything in there that is not right with
Him. That involves being teachable and
available. It involves sitting in His presence and letting God do His work in us.
Psalm 46, another favorite, says, Be
still and know that I am God. God is
speaking to us and He is ready to reveal
Himself more fully to us. He wants to
care for your anxieties and take them
upon Him so that you need not carry
them any further. Peter writes, Cast all

your cares upon Him for He cares for
you. God loves you and wants you to
find your peace in Him. That involves
being silent and to listen; the same letters, just shuffled differently. Both are
part of the same process; quieting your
mind and your heart before God and
listening to His still small voice. Peace
will come as he sees your anxieties and
you turn them over to the One who
cares so deeply for you.
Dan Mayo, Pastor
New Vienna Community Church

Southern Gospel Music Every Day!

SAFE • SOUND • SECURE

Live local music, news and talk
every Monday morning!

WLRU

Merchants National Bank

106.9

A Real Community Bank

“Where the Lord is
Right for You”

100 North High St. • Hillsboro

St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Hillsboro
St. Benignus Catholic Church, Greenfield
or online at www.saintmaryhillsboro.org
Father Mike Paraniuk, pastor

OH-70036071
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